
 

 

Telethon was Success 

Thank you so much to everyone who helped 

make the “Connecting with Youth” telethon a 

success. Thank you to our sponsors for their 

continued support, WCDQ True Country 106.3, 

Tri-County Bank & Trust, Edge IT, and Arni’s 

Restaurant Crawfordsville. Thank you so much 

to our emcees that kept the day rolling, Dave 

Peach, Dave Long and Dianne Magstadt. Thank 

you to our donors, each and every one of you 

who gave to help meet our match. Thank you 

to this AMAZING group of performers, Sam 

Doty, Cam Monroe, Cassie Bone, Eli Reeves, 

Waylon Gomez, Emery Allen, Abby Bannon and 

the NMHS choir. Thank you to our program 

participants and volunteers who came out to 

share about the YSB programs, Asia Harwood, 

Mary Logsdon, Ruth Hallett, Lisa Long, David & 

Debbie Polley and Gary Behling. Whether you 

gave of your time, talents or treasures,       

sincerely thank you.  
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YSB 50th Birthday Gala 

September 11, 2021 

6:00-9:00 P.M. 

Stone Creek Lodge 

School Year Draws to a Close  
By: Shannon Furr, Alternative School Teacher 

 

As the 2020-2021 school year of pandemic craziness draws to its conclusion, let’s do a 

little recap. 

We have been faithfully served by Dr. David Maharry who volunteers his time and shares 

his knowledge with our math students. Twice a week (sometimes more), David comes in 

and tutors our students who are struggling with upper level math courses. Since the reg-

ular teacher is an English major, this is an invaluable service! We always mask up, and we 

limit his contact to one student per visit just to try to limit his exposure to any possible 

threatening viruses. Our twelve math credits are due, in large part, to his generosity, 

patience, and experience. 

Beyond the math credits, we have earned more than 160 credits total, and we are not 

quite done yet. This is a record year for us! We have served 38 students in total, and we 

expect that four will graduate from their respective high schools with the credits they 

earned with us. 

Even though the rest of the YSB staff do not fall into the volunteer category, I want to 

give a shout out to how often they have volunteered to be in the classroom with my stu-

dents this unusual year. Whether they are covering my bereavement days, my quaran-

tine, my PTO, or even just my quick trips across the hall, all of the folks here at the YSB 

step up and help these students to be safe and successful every single day.  

We are wrapping up our seventh year of the alternative school at the YSB and our second 

year in the new building.  

While we are uncertain about all of the effects of masking, social distancing, and frequent 

quarantining, our success academically has not been interrupted. As this unusual year 

draws to a close, we look forward to a new and improved situation in August. 

June 2021 

August 14, 2021 
 

8:00 A.M. Registration 

9:00 A.M.. Shotgun Start 

$100 per person/ $400 per team 

Registration Information can be 

found at  www.mcysb.org 



 

 

“I like being a part of Inspire because I like learning and doing 
new things and  because we do have fun!” -Elizabeth, Inspire 
member  

From The Executive Director 

 

 
By: Karen Branch 
 
When I think of words I would use to describe 2021 
and the Youth Service Bureau, I would use the words: 
persistence, dedication, hope, creativity and resilien-
cy.  These and so many more words are defined by 
the work we are doing at the YSB.  2021 continues to 
present challenges, but as my father-in-law used to 
say, challenges are really just opportunities, opportu-
nities that we can use to learn and grow.  
The staff and volunteers of the YSB have shown great 
persistence and dedication as they have continued 
their work with our youth.  Goodness knows there 
have been many challenges/opportunities to learn 
from during this time.  Despite this, our staff and 
volunteers have never wavered in their commitment 
to serving our youth, showing their caring and con-
cern and moving ahead in whatever way needed to 
provide our critical services.     
Hope, that amazing feeling that keeps us moving 
forward, has been ever present for us.  Encouraging 
our youth to hope for a future they sometimes have 
difficulty envisioning.  Helping them believe that if 
they keep hoping and working, things will get better.   

 
Creativity and resiliency have been the cornerstones 
of our work to provide services that help us meet our 
vision of having a community where all children and 
youth are respected, nurtured and protected.  Not 
being able to do Dancing with the Stars for a second 
year, our staff used all their creativity and resiliency 
to plan two events that will provide funding for our 
programs.  They are the best team, they do not dwell 
on what we cannot do, but what we can do.  I could 
not ask for a more dedicated group of people who 
never lose sight of our mission! 
One last word for 2021, gratitude.  We are so grateful 
for all of the support we receive from this communi-
ty.  From the Community Foundation, United Fund, 
businesses, churches, service groups and individuals, 
without your support we could not have made it 
through these times.  We are so thankful for the 
many partnerships that allow us to serve the youth 
of Montgomery County.  It is these relationships that 
have allowed us be in continuous operations for 50 
years!   
Happy 50th Birthday Montgomery County Youth 
Service Bureau! 
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By: Sara Clapp 

 

We are so glad that Inspire is back to our regular meeting schedule! The 

girls have been working on building self-esteem and self-confidence as 

well as service to others. Our wonderful semester intern, Haley, taught a 

great lesson on self-esteem.  We were able to follow that up by welcom-

ing, Kaylynn Ranspach from Valley Oaks to talk with the girls about self-

confidence and getting past low self-esteem. Kaylynn taught the girls to 

focus on “non-negotiables” about themselves and to believe in what they 

know about themselves. For example, if you know you are creative, well 

then it doesn’t matter if someone tells you that you aren’t because you 

KNOW that you are. If you are a fast runner, then you KNOW that you 

are. They focused on positive affirmations and sticking post it notes to 

the parts of their body that they knew had positive characters. The girls 

really thrived in this activity, with one of them sharing her affirmation 

that read, “Thank you to my voice for making me sing”.   

We are looking forward to college visits this summer, craft days, game 

nights, ice cream parties, learning about seeing themselves in a positive 

way, focusing on their futures, making community connections and will 

really enjoy being together as a group.  

If you know of a middle school or high school girl who would like to join, 

please send them our way! Call Sara at 362.0694 ext. 102 or Cameron at 

ext. 114 for more information. 

On an April evening, our visitation room 

officially became known as the Frank and 

Sherry Barr visitation room. This room is 

used to facilitate supervised visits for 

children under DCS care. Many were in 

attendance to recognize this couple for 

the tremendous service that they have 

provided Montgomery County and the 

legacy that they have created. Frank and 

Sherry Barr began “fostering” children in 

1963, before fostering was even “called” 

foster care. They officially became li-

censed in 1978. Fostering for more than 

50 years, the Barr’s welcomed and cared 

for over 500 children in their home, from 

infants and toddlers to teens and every-

thing in between. At the reception Frank 

spoke of lessons he had learned 

throughout those parenting years and 

says “It was a good ride for that 50 

years. Some ups, some downs but most-

ly ups. Love them and treat them like 

your own. “ 
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Get Inspired! 

 

 

From The Interns Desk 

Hello! My name is Haley Briles and 

I am an Ivy Tech Human Services 

student. I am interning at the 

Youth Service Bureau for the spring 

semester, and am so grateful for 

the experiences I have had. At the 

YSB, I was given the opportunity to 

expand my knowledge, skills, and 

abilities in numerous forms by 

participating in their programs. The 

YSB is very beneficial to youth and 

involved in the community which 

has granted me with various in-

sights into my future career. I have 

enjoyed my time at the Youth 

Service Bureau, and will carry my 

experiences on with me after I 

leave!  

Match Makes Positive Impact on Mentor & Mentee 

By: Jill Hampton,  JUMP Program Manager 

 

Randy and Lisa Deneau are recent mentors in the JUMP program.  They were matched with their 

mentee, Diego, in October of 2020.  Randy and Lisa said the reason they became mentors in the 

JUMP program is because they wanted to be positive role models for the youth in our communi-

ty.  They also wanted to share their love of the outdoors.  They had both been involved in the 

CASA program so they were aware of the need for mentors in our county.  Being empty nesters 

with free time, they were looking to volunteer.  After reading an article in the newspaper they 

felt it spoke to them and that they were called to participate in the JUMP program. 

When they first met Diego they learned he loved to fish which is something Randy and Lisa en-

joyed as well.  They felt this was a perfect match for them because they could all be outdoors 

doing something they loved together.  Fishing together took the awkwardness out of the first 

visit and allowed their mentee to have a dialogue with them in a setting that he felt comfortable 

with.  It was a perfect start to their new match. 

Since that first visit they have done many different things together. Some of the other things they 

have done were to cook meals together, make homemade bread, walk animals at the Animal 

Welfare League, go sledding and tubing and play Uno! 

Randy and Lisa say one of the things their mentee likes best about the program is that he gets to 

have time to himself with them and not having to share that one-on-one time with his siblings.  

He is so pleased he was matched with a couple that loves to fish and that he gets to try new 

things! 

Mentoring is fun for both the mentors and the mentees especially when they find they have so 

many things in common that they all enjoy doing.  The JUMP program is always looking for new 

volunteers as well as kids to become part of the program.  For more information, contact Jill 

Hampton at 362-0694 ext. 103 or email jill@mcysb.org. 
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By: Jane Christophersen, CASA Program Director 

 

We have a fabulous group of CASA volunteers who take on the very challenging role of advocating for 

abused or neglected children, and embrace it with passion and dedication. The children’s stories are often 

heartbreaking.  Three volunteers agreed to explain why they volunteer. 

Reflections of a CASA 

It’s hard to believe that I have been a CASA over a decade. Some of my preconceived notions proved to be 

myths, many true. I have visited kids in foster care in an upscale suburb, I have visited kids in makeshift 

basement apartments and houses that could be considered unfit by many. There have been moments of 

pure joy. Those happened when a family was reunited or an adoption took place, kinship care was found 

or a court ruling went the way the child and I had hoped. For teenagers getting fast food and hearing their 

wishes was invaluable. For little ones, sitting on the floor and playing blocks helped me sense their wellbe-

ing. Cases haven’t always ended the way I wished, or, thought was in the best interest of the child. Fortu-

nately, these have been in the minority. 

This volunteer work is not of the “one and done” variety. It takes time to get to know the children, their 

parents, grandparents, caregivers, case managers, etc., and try to grasp the world as they know it. It is so 

worth it when a case ends well. I hope the children who have been able to be helped by their CASA will be 

the ones taking care of me in the nursing home one day!  

Mary Lou Dawald 

Why I Decided to Be a CASA 

I decided to become a CASA in order to give back to the community. There are so many youth in our com-

munity who face family struggles and trauma and I hoped that I could be a positive impact in their lives. 

Although I come from a privileged upbringing, being a CASA reminds me that people just down the street 

might not have had those same opportunities. I've enjoyed learning about the children's interests, seeing 

their excitement at milestones such as birthdays or first day of school, and ultimately seeing them find a 

loving home. 

Jeff Drury 

CASA volunteer of one year—the 2020 pandemic year! 

After much encouragement over several years to consider being a CASA, I was out of reasons to defer. 

With the pandemic I could not travel, go to the gym or visit friends.  I needed to find something else to 

occupy my time and energy. It seemed like it was time to contribute in a new way. This time I said yes. I’m 

glad I did. I took the training via Zoom and got my first family within days after the training ended. This 

family was well along in the reunification process. I was able to facilitate special education placement for 

one child as they were moving toward success.  Now I have another child to serve. There seems to be new 

things to learn on each one, depending on age and circumstances. I’m learning about court procedures like 

getting a subpoena. I’m glad I can contribute to the community in this way. I can be the child’s voice when 

they are too young and inexperienced to even know what the options are.  They need someone to look out 

for their particular situation and hopefully change the child’s future for the better. 

Dee Ann Rowley 

For more information about the CASA Program, please contact Kate Doty at 362-0694, x 106, or 

kate@mcysb.org.  Please follow us on Facebook. 

Why They Volunteer 

Montgomery County Recognized Child Abuse Prevention Month 
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Nourish Impacts Families 
By: Cathy Kruse, Nourish Coordinator 
 
This is our 7th year providing backpacks for food insecure children in Montgomery County.  I 
cannot stress enough how important our volunteers are, so we thought it would be interesting to 
let you know why they volunteer and what it means to them.  
 
Shirley McCormick has been volunteering for Nourish since its inception and says: “In 2014 I 
decided to retire.  I felt I needed to do something to give back to this community. After thinking 
about it and asking a few questions, I was astonished to discover we had so many children in this 
community who did not have enough to eat.  Once I discovered this, I also found out about the 
Youth Service Bureau. They had a program called Nourish and they were looking for volunteers 
to pack backpacks and deliver. I have been doing this since 2014.  I believe the youth are the 
future of our community and they need to know that the people in Montgomery county care 
about them. This is America folks!  Nobody should go hungry, but especially not our children. I 
thank the Youth Service Bureau for giving me this opportunity to give back in this small way. I 
know we have made a difference.” 
 
Caleb Chastain is 16 years old and has been volunteering for Nourish for 3 years and says: 
“Nourish has been a wonderful experience for me and I am glad I was able to join.  I like helping 
Nourish because I am making an impact in my community.  I am able to serve others and become 
a part of something bigger than myself through Nourish. Volunteering for this program has been 
a wonderful opportunity.” 
 
I also thought I would share what it means to the families who receive these backpacks. 
A grateful Hoover parent states: “Our family appreciates the food that has been donated by the 
Nourish Backpack Program every week. It has helped in many ways. Our five children enjoy cook-
ing together. Planning and making meals as a family is a good way to bring family together 
around the table. With some good food and time spent together these memories are sure to last 
a lifetime. Thank you for your kindness in times of need. It means the world to us.” 
Another grateful Hoover parent states: “I am a grandmother raising my grandchildren. Some-
times it is a struggle to meet all of our needs especially on a limited budget. I have no transporta-
tion and it is sometimes hard to get to the grocery store. The Nourish Backpack Program has 
meant so much to us because my grandchildren love the foods. They especially like the peanut 
butter. My grandson is sixteen and is learning to cook. He loves to make peanut butter cookies 
with the peanut butter. We all love that! It really has helped for weekends when it was rainy or 
too cold to walk the kids to the store. I want to send you a big thank you for all you do not only 
for us, but for all the families you help. Thank You!” 
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Over $5,000 

Anonymous Donor 

All for Kids 

Christ Lutheran Church 

Crawfordsville School Corp. 

Franciscan Health 

Hoosier Heartland State Bank 

Idex Corporation—Banjo 

Ind. Criminal Justice  Inst. 

Indiana State Supreme Court 

Indiana Youth Serv. Assoc. 

Montgomery County 

Montg. Co. Community Found. 

Montg. County United Fund 

North Montg.  School Corp. 

South Montg. School Corp. 

Sugar Creek Un. Meth. Cluster 

St. Bernard’s Catholic Church 

 

Up to $4,999 

Arni’s of Crawfordsville 

William Doemel 

Duke Energy 

Edge Information Technologies 

First Christian Church 

Gary & Judy Hamand 

Indiana Dept. of Education 

Joshi Pediatrics 

Linden Un. Methodist Church 

David & Virginia Maharry 

Nucor Steel 

Penguin Random House 

Tipmont R.E.M.C. 

Tri-County Bank 

Wabash Ave. Presbyterian Ch. 

Wesley Thrift  Shop 

Valero Energy 

 

Up to $999 

Anonymous 

Austin & Lucy Brooks 

Children’s Bureau 

Dennis & Carol Cook 

Crawfordsville Kiwanis Club 

Kaylie Edwards 

J. Taylor Properties 

Matthew & Glenda Nice 

Matt & Jennifer Oates 

Dale & Linda Petrie 

Clark & Nancy Sennett 

United Methodist Women 

United Way of   

     Greater Lafayette 

Up to $499 

Charles High 

Daniel & Emily Petrie 

Smartsburg Christian Church 

WCDQ FM Radio 

 

Up to $249 

Birge Farm Drainage 

Mark & Karen Branch 

Dennis & Sally Coons 

Kashawndra Cooper 

Ron & Trudy Dickerson 

Earl & Ruby Elliott 

Charles & Karen Fiedler 

Kevin & Sammi Froedge 

Les Hearson 

Paul & Marilyn Janzaruk 

Stephen & Barb Johnson 

Thomas & Sue Ann Milligan 

Amber Reed 

Southmont Interact Club 

Kelly Taylor  

Deborah Threlkeld 

John & Margaret Zimmerman 

 

Up to $99 

James & Patience Barnes 

Beta Sigma Phi Sorority 

Charles & Louisa Blaich 

Mandy Carson 

Don & Amy Cochran 

Nate & Samantha Cravens 

Sara Drury 

Sam & Carolyn Fisher 

JF & JA Grimble  

Diana Hall 

Monty & Sherry Harris 

Marjorie Hughes 

Craig & Kathy Leafgreen 

Denise Maxwell 

Network for Good—Facebook 

Marty Pool 

Dixie Ruggles 

Amy Sanders 

Robert & Carolyn Snyder 

State Employee’s Campaign 

Marta Sweek 

Mindy Tyler 

Hal & Jacqueline Utterback 

Vaught Electric 

Jack & Beverly Wyatt 

 

Gifts in Memory of 

Sherry Barr 

      Norbert & Rhonda  

          Danzebrink 

      Robert Millis 

      David & Deb Schetzsle 

Nancy & Christopher Doemel 

      William Doemel 

D.O. Dulin 

      Rex & Sandy Henthorn 

Charlie Frey 

      Diane Magstadt 

Tom Warren 

       Kyle & Ashley Thompson 

  

Gifts in Honor of 

Nancy Beach 

     David & Virginia Maharry 

Karen Branch 

    Tim & Kay Nannet 

Daniel & Emily Petrie 

     Gerry & Donna Coats 

Gerry Turner 

      David & Virginia Maharry 

Bill Wagner 

      Hoosier Heartland St. Bank 

YSB Employees & Volunteers 

      James & Robin Fruits 

 

 

In Kind Donations 

Banjo Employees 

CASA Volunteers 

Crawfordsville Kiwanis 

Crawfordsville Park & Rec. 

    Dept 

Dr. David Maharry 

Mentor Volunteers 

Nourish Partners and volunteers 

Sheila Sowers 

The Teen Court Judges 

Teen Court and YAR Volunteers 

YSB Board of Directors 
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Youth Volunteer Gives Back To Her Community 
By: Cameron Cole, Youth Program  Manager 

 

 

Teen Court and Youth as Resources would not 

be possible, if it was not for our youth volun-

teers! We are so grateful 

for these youth that 

dedicate time and atten-

tion to our programs. 

These are youth who 

have a drive to be more 

involved in their com-

munity and want to be 

pro-active in doing so! If 

you know of any youth 

who would want to be 

involved in our pro-

grams, please do not 

hesitate to reach out! 

We are always looking 

for new youth volun-

teers for both YAR and 

Teen Court! You can 

reach me at 765-362-

0694 ext 114, or by 

email at Cameron@mcysb.org.  

Here is a quote by one of our current volunteers! 

Her name is Sully Caldwell, and we are so glad to 

have her as part of both YAR and Teen Court!  

 

“Being a Junior in High School is a busy time. 

Between all of the classes, and clubs they add 

up. However, there is always time for the Youth 

Service Bureau. The Youth Service Bureau has 

many opportunities to get involved. Some exam-

ples are Inspire meetings that allow middle 

school and high school aged girls to get some 

peer mentoring; to Youth as Resources that gifts 

out grants to the community 

when asked and helps the 

community for the better; 

and Teen Court where teens 

who have maybe gotten on 

the wrong side of the law by 

making a poor decision and 

want to learn from their 

mistake can go and get more 

involved with their commu-

nity to complete a construc-

tive disposition.   

I am personally involved 

with Teen Court and Youth 

as Resource (YAR).  I enjoy 

both of them very much 

because it allows me to get 

involved with the communi-

ty as much as I can and 

enjoy the process.  I got 

involved with both of them by looking at my 

school’s website and looking under the club’s 

page and saw both of them that caught my eye.  

I went to one of the YAR meetings and enjoyed it 

a lot.  I really enjoyed the meeting and learned 

about the organization and was inspired when I 

found out what they did.   

 

I got involved with Teen Court through the same 

process, but by then I had already heard through 

the YSB about it and was curious. I asked Camer-

on what it was about and he described it as 

giving teenagers a second chance that they 

wouldn’t have gotten if they were older than 18.  

It allows them to make mistakes and gives them 

a chance to learn from them that doesn’t direct-

ly reflect their actions on their record.  As of a 

few months ago I went from being on the Jury, 

to being an Attorney and standing up for either 

side of the law.   

 

I hope to take away from these experiences how 

to give back to the community, how the grant 

selection works for people who in turn give back, 

and patience in what will come in the future.  I 

have learned a lot from the year that I have been 

involved with the YSB and am happy this year, I 

have one more year left with them and hope to 

enjoy it a lot.  I can’t wait for the upcoming year 

and will mourn when I leave after my senior 

year.”-Sully Caldwell  

Kathleen Steele Park Ready for Families, Let The Fun Begin! 
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Thank you to the anonymous donor who made the renovated park possible!  
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