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Our Mission is: 
 

The Montgomery County 
Youth Service Bureau    

empowers children/youth 
to become responsible 

citizens through              
delinquency prevention, 
community education, 
youth advocacy, direct 
services and information 

and referral.  

By: Pat Moser 
 
About four years ago our 
Executive Director brought 
an idea to the educational 
leadership in Montgomery 
County that would change 
our schools for years to 
come.  Mrs. Branch found a 
very generous grant from 
NCHS (North Central Health 
Services) titled the Resilient 
Youth Initiative. This three-
year grant was very well 
thought out. It provided a 
planning component to al-
low the corporations to look 
at a variety of programs be-
fore making a choice.  It al-
so allowed them to hire a 
coordinator so that the cur-
riculum could be imple-
mented across the county 
without taking school per-
sonnel away from other very 
important tasks.   
  The three corporations 
chose the Second Steps pro-
gram as the curriculum that 
would be used in Montgom-
ery County schools.  Second 
Step is research-based and 
age appropriate for each 
grade level.  The lessons 
were created by teachers, 
and the concepts are easily 
adaptable across the curric-
ulum (English, Math, Science 
etc.) 
It uses songs to help the stu-
dents remember the lessons 
and in addition there are 
puppets that “teach” the 

younger students some of 
their lessons.  The lessons are 
structured so that they take 
little time to teach and very 
little time for teachers to pre-
pare.   
Second Step is in part based 
on the idea that students 
learn better and retain the 
information they have 
learned more easily when 
they feel safe and secure.   
Our teachers already work 
hard to make the classroom 
a safe place, but this curric-
ulum gives them the tools to 
make that job a little easier.  
The Second Step lessons 
teach skills such as how to 
get along with others, to 
solve problems, to ask for 
help when needed, and the 
skills to manage emotions.  
These skills are meant to give 
students the tools they need 
to be successful both in the 
classroom and as they make 
their way to adulthood.   
One of the most powerful 
components of this plan is 
that it is consistent from 
school to school.  It is such a 
relief to our students when 
they see the same familiar 
lessons and teachers speak-
ing the same familiar lan-
guage as in their previous 
school.  This provides a sense 
of comfort in an otherwise 
uncomfortable situation. 
  By providing our students 
with the tools they need to 
handle life’s difficulties on 

their own it is our hope that 
they will not feel the need to 
turn to drugs and alcohol as 
an alternative means for 
coping.   
As a former school counse-
lor, it is with certainty that I 
say this is and has been a 
needed curriculum for many 
years.  The fact that it starts 
so young strengthens its im-
pact on students and gives 
them a stronger grasp of the 
skills they learn.  When I think 
of the young people that 
could have been helped by 
learning these skills I am 
even more thankful that our 
Montgomery county stu-
dents are receiving this op-
portunity today.   
I am personally sad that this 
grant has come to an end, 
but I am heartened when I 
think of the impact that the 
work we have done will 
have for years to come. 
I am going to miss the Youth 
Service Bureau, the people 
that work here are special to 
say the least.  I will miss work-
ing with our schools as they 
rejuvenate me every time I 
visit them.  I will miss this job 
and those who made it pos-
sible.   
I would like to thank every-
one who supports the YSB, 
your efforts and support 
make the world a brighter 
place.     

Skills for Success Program Will Continue Impact 
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By Shannon Furr 
 
The 2021-2022 school year saw suc-
cess like we have never before expe-
rienced. I’m talking about the tangi-
ble success, the credits we count 
(267), the number of students who 
graduate from their perspective high 
schools (15), and the number of stu-
dents who will successfully return to 
their high schools (11). Forty-three 
high school students have entered 
our classroom this school year, and 
nearly all of them have earned at 
least one credit. We did see a few 
withdraw from school, and most of 
those are working on high school 
equivalency exams. All of these num-
bers are exciting, and they look really 

good on paper. I am so proud of all 
of our young people.  
Still, I am just as excited about the 
things that do not show up on reports 
for the Department of Education. Our 
one senior was still able to maintain 
his athletic eligibility and will walk 
across the stage with his class. We 
have a student who, by his own ad-
mission, has reinvented himself here, 
and we love his newer, improved self.  
We have two graduates who were 
only SIXTEEN when they completed 
their requirements for graduation. We 
have a student who feels so comfort-
able here (and successful) that he 
has encouraged his twin brother to 
join us in the coming school year.  
We also have stories that have less-

than-happy ends as they unfold here, 
but we always believe that those stu-
dents go forward from here, find the 
help that they need, and make hap-
pier stories. We know that we planted 
seeds of encouragement and kind-
ness along the way so that these 
young people can live their best lives. 
I was walking to my car in the parking 
lot the other day, and a young wom-
an asked me if I work here. When I 
answered to the affirmative, she que-
ried about what we do here. I started 
to list our programs on my fingers, 
came up short, and simply said, “We 
help kids here.” That’s what we all do. 
We help kids in any way that we are 
able.  
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A Big Year At The Alternative School 

JUMP Looking For Volunteers 
By: Jill Hampton 

 
As we see the 
light at the 
end of the 
tunnel, we are 
all getting 
back out into 
the communi-

ty and venues are opening back up 
to the public.  This is great news for all 
of us, but especially for our youth.  
There have been studies that have 
shown how difficult the social isola-
tion has been, especially for the kids. 
This coupled with the challenges 
they already face as children trying 
to figure out their place in the world 
can be daunting. 
It seems as if time has stood still these 
past few years but for the kids, it has 
been life changing.  In spite of that, 
there are still so many kids that are 
hopeful and who want to have a 
mentor in their life.  The waiting list 
continues to grow with kids who want 
a mentor and a friend they can 
spend time with. They just want 
someone to talk to who will listen.  

Mentoring a child is a great way to 
give back to the community while still 
having fun and enjoying spending 
time with a youth. 
Many of the mentors state they really 
don’t even consider mentoring a vol-
unteer program because they have 
such a good time themselves.  Men-
toring can mean just hanging out 
doing everyday things or trying new 
adventures such as hiking, exploring 
or museums.  People ask if it is difficult 
to think of things to do with a child 
weekly or monthly but the simple 
things are sometimes the best.  One 
of the mentees in the program for 
the past 6 years remembers his first 
outing with his mentors.  
They went to McDonalds 
and then to the trails to 
walk and skip rocks.  He 
said he had a great time 
and it is obviously some-
thing he will remember 
forever.   Also, the JUMP 
program provides the 
mentors a list of activities 
going on in the area 
each month to help with ideas.  

Again, many people just go to the 
park, run some errands together or 
even just get ice cream and have a 
chat.  So, it is whatever the mentor 
and mentee both enjoy doing and 
there are no set rules about what 
that means! 
Everyone has their own life experi-
ences to share with a child.  It can 
really make a difference to a child to 
have a person in their life that cares! 
If you feel you have time to spend 
with a child and would like to be-
come a mentor, please contact Jill 
Hampton at 362-0694 ext. 103 or 
email jill@mcysb.org. 



 

 

Empowering Montgomery County Youth 
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 By: Cameron Cole 
 
What is your idea of youth empow-
erment? At the Montgomery Coun-
ty YSB one of our main goals is to 
empower each and every youth 
that comes through our door. Each 
program that we offer for youth to 
get involved in, is just another op-
portunity for them to step up and 
be the leaders that we know they 
are capable of being. After all, 
these youth are truly the future of 
our society. In our Youth as Re-
sources (YAR) program, we give our 
youth volunteers the opportunity to 
be leaders and make a difference 
in the community by doing different 
community service projects, or 
community service events. We also 
give them the opportunity to be 
leaders by running YAR meetings 
and making decisions on grants 
that can be given to other youth-
led organizations. YAR is all about 
philanthropy and how we can be 
leaders in the community and 
make a difference in a positive 
way! Then we have our Teen Court 
program, which is for first-time juve-
nile offenders who committed a 

minor offense. We empower those 
youth by allowing them to realize 
they have made a mistake and 
they take ownership of that mistake 
and want to learn from it. They are 
also able to get more involved in 
the community and see how they 
can be more of a positive influence 
on their community versus a nega-
tive. We encourage the respond-
ents in teen court to take leadership 
and be the ones to arrange their 
own community service and their 
own teen court meetings. Our vol-
unteers with teen court are also giv-
en the opportunity to be leaders by 
acting as attorneys and jurors for 
teen court. These are very leader-
ship-oriented roles and is a great 
way for them to build confidence 
and step out of their comfort zones, 
which is great for empowering 
youth. One thing that we tell all re-
spondents and volunteers of teen 
court, that what they put into it, is 
what they get out of it and that 
could not be more of the truth. An-
other program that we have at 
theYSB is called Inspire, and it is a 
peer mentoring group for middle 

school and high school girls. In this 
group we do different activities, 
crafts, have lessons, and just simply 
have fun. Over the last year one of 
our main goals has been building 
self-esteem and realizing worth. We 
encourage these girls to be drama 
free, to build one another up, offer 
advice to one another and to cre-
ate an environment that is positive 
for ALL. Our goal is to have these 
young ladies empower one another 
and to have each-others backs. 
These are just a few of the programs 
of the YSB that empowers the youth 
of Montgomery County. But the 
truth is that almost every program 
the YSB has empowers youth in one 
way or another. Whether it is individ-
ually, one of our staff empowering 
our youth or through the work of our 
volunteers, our focus is to empower 
youth so that they want to become 
responsible leaders in society. Now 
more than ever is the time to em-
power youth so that they can cre-
ate a future that is amazing for 
them! 

Get Inspired 



 

 

Page 4 Y O U T H  S E R V I C E  B U R E A U  

Over $5,000 
Anonymous Donor 
All for Kids 
Christ Lutheran Church 
City of Crawfordsville 
Crawfordsville School Corp 
Indiana Criminal Justice  Inst. 
Indiana State Supreme Court 
Indiana Youth Serv. Assoc. 
Montgomery County 
John & Robyn Morgan 
North Montg.  School Corp. 
South Montg. School Corp. 
Sugar Creek Un. Meth. Cluster 
St. Bernard’s Catholic Church 
United Way of   
     Greater Lafayette 
York Chrysler Dodge Jeep FIAT 
 
Up to $4,999 
Chamber of Commerce 
William Doemel 
First Christian Church 
Franciscan Health 
Barbara Frye 
Ruth Hallett 
Rex & Sandy Henthorn 
Hoosier Heartland State Bank 
Indiana Dept. of Education 
Joshi Pediatrics 
Nucor 
Tri County Bank 
 
Up to $999 
Anonymous 
Banjo/Idex Corporation 
Frank Barr 
Tracey Barr 
The Children’s Bureau 
Tony & Cindy Cosenza 
Henthorn, Harris & Weliever 
Larry Pettit & Sons Pools 
J. Taylor Properties 
Justice Howland Charity Fund 
Chris & Tracy Livesay 
Meegan & Mike Reidy 
Valero Energy 
Wabash Ave. Presbyterian Church 
Up to $499 
Mark & Karen Branch 
Tom & Candice Budd 
Dennis & Carol Cook 
Delta Theta Tau Sorority 
Forcht Broadcasting 
Mace United Methodist Church 
Charles & Eatha Sommer 
 
 

Thank You 2022 Donors 
Up to $249 
Pat Branch 
LeAnn Bridgeland 
James & Kathy Brown 
Dirk & Catherine Caldwell 
Dennis & Sally Coons 
Kashawndra Cooper 
John & Betty Culley 
Sara Drury 
John & Carolyn Doyel 
Ruby Elliott 
James & Robin Fruits 
Jeremy Hartnett & Jill Lamberton 
Paul & Marilyn Janzaruk 
Ray & Nancy Kirtley 
Irmingard McKinney 
Daniel & Emily Petrie 
Jon & Pat Sommer 
Rainbows & Rhymes Preschool 
Stephen Rasmussen DDS 
Retired Teachers Association 
Smartsburg Christian Church 
Ethan & Hannah Smith 
Lindsey Sparrow 
John & Margaret Zimmerman 
 
Up to $99 
Amazon 
Martha Bell 
Jay Bilyeu 
Charles & Louisa Blaich 
Laurie Bonifield 
Angela Brown 
James & Jennifer Calder 
Aaron & Sara Clapp 
Michael & Amie Cox 
Samantha Cravens 
Bryon & Laura Donaldson 
Debra Dorrell 
Steve & Glenda Frees 
Jonathan & Rebecca Guthrie 
Monty & Sherry Harris 
Judy Hunsicker 
Craig & Kathy Leafgreen 
Denise Maxwell 
Thomas & Sue Ann Milligan 
Daniel & Colleen Moran 
Terri Odell 
Meta Rudy 
Dixie Ruggles 
Carolyn Snyder 
Carolyn Thayer 
Tommy Tyo 
Pete & Bronna Utterback 
 
Gifts in Memory of 
Sherry Barr 
      Frank Barr & Tracey Barr 
Christopher Doemel 

      William Doemel  
Nancy Doemel 
      William Doemel 
D.O. Dulin 
      Rex & Sandy Henthorn 
Emily Gary 
      James & Kathleen Gary 
Megan & Devic Hinds 
      Debra Hinds 
Janice May 
      James Cherry 
      Todd McDorman 
      Wabash College Music Dept. 
      Martha Young 
      Richard & Sandra Brandon 
      Irene May 
Linda Perry 
      Carolyn Doyel       
      Henthorn, Harris & Weliever 
John Steele 
      Marty Pool 
Rex Wilkinson 
      Karen Fruits       
 
Gifts in Honor of 
Michael, Jennifer & Zoe Abbott 
      Todd McDorman 
Isobel Arvin 
      Irmingard McKinney 
Karen Branch         
      Denise Walker 
Nate Cravens 
     Hoosier Heartland St. Bank 
Jane Christophersen 
      Denise Walker 
Becky Degitz 
      Marion Powell 
League of Women Voters 
      Gail Pebworth 
Bill Wagner 
      Hoosier Heartland St. Bank 
 
 
In Kind Donations 
Banjo Employees 
CASA Volunteers 
Crawfordsville Kiwanis 
Crawfordsville Park & Rec. Dept. 
Mentor Volunteers 
Nourish Partners and Volunteers 
The Teen Court Judges 
Teen Court and YAR Volunteers 
YSB Board of Directors 
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Telethon Highlights Talents 
By: Sara Clapp 
 
The Youth Service Bureau hosted 
their 2nd annual YSB Connecting 
with Youth Teleton on Saturday May 
21st. The event this year highlighted  
youth and young adults with home 
grown talent from around our com-
munity. We also featured interviews 
from YSB volunteers and program 
participants. It was a day that really 
blew me away. The talent of the 
performers was just amazing and the 
hearts of our volunteers really 
showed through their interviews. We 
would like to thank our sponsors of 
the event, Joshi Pediatrics, Tri Coun-
try Bank, and Franciscan Health 
Crawfordsville. We would also like to 
give a special thank you to Dave 
Peach and our title sponsor True 
Country WCDQ 106.3 FM, who 
made the broadcast possible. We 

would also like to thank our perform-
ers, Alivia Williams, Ava Schultz, Ab-
by Bannon, Cam Monroe, Cassie 
Bone, Emery Allen, Grace Stewart, 
Sam Doty, Tori Abston, and Waylon 
Gomez. The day would not have 
been complete without stories from 
our volunteers and program partici-
pants, thank you to Kashawndra 
Cooper, Jon Guthrie, Cathy Cald-
well, Sully Caldwell, Robbin Tyo and 
Janice Emmert. Also, thank you to 
our amazing emcees for the event, 
Dave Long and Dianne Magstadt. 
The telethon is a unique event that 
requires so many people to come 
together and we really appreciate 
everyone giving their time and tal-
ents to help.  Also, many of our per-
formers have songs available on 
Spotify. Check out Cam Monroe, 
Abby Bannon, Grace Stewart, CassB 
and This is Sam on Spotify and look  

for our talented performers in local 
theater productions! 

 



 

 

 

Starting 2022 with New Volunteers 
By: Cathy Kruse 
 
April 18th-23rd was volunteer appre-
ciation week. I sincerely Thank You 
from the bottom of my heart. It 
would definitely be a struggle for 
me to pack and deliver all of the 
Backpack food bags to 12 Mont-
gomery county schools weekly 
throughout the school year without 
the help from all of the Nourish vol-
unteers. There are close to 80 vol-
unteers who consistently pack and/
or deliver bags for this program. 
That doesn’t include several other 
organizations who have employees 
that occasionally pack bags for us. 
Thank you as well to the many do-
nors that contribute to this program 
to help purchase the food. It truly 
does take a village to feed Mont-

gomery County children. 
 
Haribo - I am beary grateful for you                                        
Life Savers - For making my life a                   
“wHOLE” lot better 
Starburst - Because volunteers are 
shining stars           
Andes Mint - You mint a lot to me 
Milky Way - Volunteers are out of 
this world         
Almond Joy - For the joy you bring 
to the community 
Twix - BeTwix us….We couldn’t do 
this without you!! 
 
June 9th – July 28th, we will have the 
summer backpack program availa-
ble for families currently enrolled in 
the program to pick up their food 
at the Youth Service Bureau build-
ing.  If you know of any families in 

the program, please encourage 
them to fill out the form that was 
sent to them.  Also, if you could 
pass the following along to anyone 
you know that might be in need, 
Food Finders will hold 2 mobile food 
pantries in Montgomery County 
each month this summer. They can 
check Food Finders website for lo-
cations and times. 
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By Karen Branch 

As we enter our 51st year of operations, we reflect back on how we have come this far and been serving youth 
for so long.  In reflecting back, I would like to thank two people who really had an impact in the formation of 
the Youth Service Bureau.  Rex Henthorn and D.O (Dory) Dulin were two of the forward-thinking community 
members who found funding, support and filed articles of incorporation for the Montgomery County Youth Ser-
vices Bureau.   
 
Along with other community members, John Siamas, Clarence Demoret, Howard Sommer, Ned Ricket,  Ann 
Davis and so many more, a plan to connect youth in a positive way with law enforcement and prevent delin-
quency was born.  In September of 1971 the Indiana Secretary of State authorized the formation of the Mont-
gomery County Youth Services Bureau.  The organization began to carry out its mission at “Wheat House” 
owned by St. John’s Episcopal Church.  The YSB then continued operations at that location for 48 years before 
moving to the current location.   
 
There have been so many supporters of the YSB over the years, St. John’s who rented the building to the YSB for 
the princely sum of $1 a year, the League of Women Voters and too many donors and volunteers to possibly 
name.  But it was the vision of D.O. Dulin and Rex Henthorn that started our long and rich history.  Two men who 
thought a small rural county could not possibly compete for funding as a “model community” but thanks to 
their perseverance and through enlisting the support of the entire community, they showed the state that small 
counties can do great things!  Their work has helped the YSB serve thousands of youth and helped build a 
healthier Montgomery County.   
 
We are so deeply grateful to everyone who has helped this grass roots organization continue to succeed and 
serve youth for 51 years.  We look forward to celebrating with our many friends and supporters at our 50+1 
birthday party in September!    
 

From The Executive Director 

Celebrating 30 years of CASA
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Celebrating 30 years of CASA 
By: Jane Christophersen 
 
The Montgomery County CASA 
Program will celebrate its 31st year 
this fall. We hoped to have a 30th 
year celebration last year, but 
Covid effectively put a stop to that 
party. We really want to include all 
the past volunteers and staff mem-
bers in our celebrating, so I hope 
that anyone who reads this who 
was a volunteer or staff, or knows 
one, will contact me at 
jane@mcysb.org or 362-0694 x104. 
Please leave your address and 
contact information so we can in-
vite you to our program birthday 
party. It will be wonderful to see 
everyone who has been an inte-
gral part of this program that’s 
been helping kids who suffered 
abuse or neglect reach a safe and 
happy place for more than 30 
years.  
The Honorable Thomas Milligan 
brought CASA to Montgomery 
County in 1990. He thought that 
the Youth Service Bureau was the 
logical agency to run the program. 
Tom Carlson was hired as the first 
CASA director. I was working at the 
Bureau at the time and loved the 
idea of advocating for children so I 
was in the first volunteer training 
class. There have been at least 60 
training classes since then. People 
from all kinds of backgrounds have 
decided to become advocates for 
children. We have trained college 
professors, college students, facto-

ry workers, teachers, stay at home 
moms, business owners, social 
workers, farmers, and those who 
have retired, among others. One of 
the great things about being a 
CASA is that the requirements are 
only to be at least 21 years old and 
have a willingness to open your 
heart and mind to a child who 
needs someone to be their advo-
cate. It takes on average about 
five hours a month.  
As we will celebrate all those peo-
ple who have been part of the 
CASA Program later this fall, I want 
to now acknowledge our newest 
volunteers, who were sworn in this 
spring. They are Dave Burget, Misty 
Cassida, Caren Cross, Belinda High, 
and Elizabeth Zuk. We know they 
will be fantastic advocates! Please 
don’t hesitate to learn more about 
our program by contacting Kate 
Doty, our volunteer coordinator, at 
kate@mcysb.org or 765-362-0694 
x106.  
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