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Nourish Thrives in 2021
By: Cathy Kruse
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Our Mission is:
The Montgomery County
Youth Service Bureau
empowers children/youth
to become responsible
citizens through
delinquency prevention,
community education,
youth advocacy, direct
services and information
and referral.

session……AND we all
survived!!!!
Well, 2021 isn’t what we had Since the inception of the
all hoped for, but the Nour- program in 2014, we have
ish program did get a new
distributed over 62,000
ramp, which makes loading backpacks of food. We still
the vehicles so much easier. remain blessed with
Thank you, Rich Jeffers of
awesome volunteers and
Form-It-Up Concrete, for a
donators. We had some
great job and also installing new volunteers joining us this
a sidewalk to the West side
year. I would like to
of the building for the
welcome Austin Earl
Alternative School. Elavus
(Indiana Farm Bureau
Crossfit raised over $3000 for Insurance), Kaysha Bonwell
the Nourish program and
and her son, and the
had Cathy, Jane, Jill and
Probation Department.
Karen do a mini workout
Thank you to Mibor Realtors

for unloading the food truck
and packing bags for their
day of giving in October.
And a big shout out to
Kiwanis for packing monthly
and unloading our food
truck, as well as Banjo,
Cargill, North Montgomery
FFA, Liberty Chapel and our
many partners and their
volunteers who pack and
deliver the bags to the
schools weekly. It takes a
village; and we could not
do this without all of you.
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JUMP Program Looking for Youth Participants
By Jill Hampton

program begins by filling out an
application. The child must be
The Montgomery County Youth
between the ages of 6-14. Once the
Service Bureau, JUMP Program, is
application is complete, the parent
reaching out to families in
and the child
Montgomery County who have
are interviewed
children or know of children that
by the Program
could benefit from having a Mentor.
Manager. After
Before Covid 19, a majority of the kids
all of that is
in the JUMP program were referred
completed, a
by or informed about the program
mentor with
through teachers and school
counselors. Due to the changes in
the school system to help with the
safety of the adults and youth alike,
similar
referrals have been down. The need interests will
for kids to have a positive role model be
in their life is still there, but the word is matched
not getting out!
with that
The JUMP program is a program for
child and begin meeting with them
kids based on the same premise as
on a regular basis. They will get
the Big Brother/Big Sister program.
together and do fun things and while
The process to become part of this
doing so, talk about issues that are

The Intern Corner
vides for local youth. I
very much enjoy being
involved with the
youth, being a part of
the programs and
learning the wonderful
ways YSB is involved
with the community. I
plan to continue my
education in Human
Services at Purdue next
fall to pursue my goal
My name is Jamie, and of becoming a family
I am an Ivy Tech intern counselor. Teen Court
at Montgomery Coun- has been the program
ty Youth Service Buthat has interested me
reau. I live in Lafayette the most. I like that the
with my husband, four program teaches rechildren, and lots of
sponsibility, and it
pets! My time here at teaches that changing
YSB is spent helping
negative actions into
prepare and plan for
positive choices can
the programs YSB pro- make a huge impact

in a young life. At YSB I
have been able to
work with people who
are teaching kindness,
and they care for the
youth in the community. I am only here for a
few months, but I will
keep what I have
learned here with me
as I begin my career in
human services.
.

going on in the child’s life. All of this
will benefit the child by providing an
extra support person they can talk to
and count on to be there. Many
times, a life long relationship forms
that will allow this child to grow in a
positive way.
This program is for kids in all walks of
life. It can be a child in a large family
who needs more one on one time
with an adult, a child from a single
parent home, or just a child who
wants to try new things and have a
variety of life experiences.
If your child would like to have a
mentor or if you know of a child that
would benefit from this program,
please contact Jill Hampton. You
can call her at 362-0694 ext. 103 or
email at jill@mcysb.org.
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The Unusual Alternative
By: Shannon Furr

The YSB is in its eighth year of
operating the Montgomery County
Alternative School. Adults and
students alike often have a
preconceived notion of what
alternative school looks like. Most
are surprised when they walk into a
classroom full of students who are
sitting quietly and working toward
high school credit with little or no
direction from the teacher. A bowl
of DumDum suckers sits on the
table, and students use those to
minimize their fidgeting. One might
see a student tossing a small ball
back and forth between his/her
own two hands. Some students
listen to music while they work.
Others sketch and doodle while
they listen to their assigned

readings. We have two standing
units so students can stretch when
they are tired of sitting. They are
allowed to sit on a yoga ball or spin
an under-the-desk elliptical. We
take walks around the block for
fresh air and sunshine. This is not the
average alternative school.
And these are not the average
alternative school students. We
have students who have been so
successful here that they are
nervous about returning to their
respective schools, so we allow
them to spend half a day here and
half a day at their high school to
gently slide them back to the
traditional classroom. We have
students who have been so
successful here that the best thing is
to keep them here. Due to the
pandemic and earlier school
closures, we have many students
who are significantly credit
deficient and trying to graduate on
time. These students are special.
Every single one of them.
This year, during fall break, I
travelled to Cozumel, Mexico. While
I visited the Mayan Ruins of San
Gervasio, I learned so much about
the ancient civilization that I

couldn’t wait to share some of it
with my students. Pictured, are the
afternoon students listening to how
the Mayans counted using a system
based, not on ten, but twenty. Each
student received a refrigerator
magnet from the gift shop with the
reminder: “The Mayans built roads
that have lasted 5,000 years, and
they were conquered by the
Spanish more than 500 years ago.
Your life that will likely be less than
100 years is short in the grand
scheme of things, so live it well. In
forty years, when you are cleaning
out a closet and find a little
Mexican souvenir in the bottom of
an old shoe box, remember that
you had a teacher who cared a
great deal about you.”
In the first quarter of the school
year, we have earned 45 credits
already! We are currently serving 24
students, more than half of whom
are credit deficient seniors, and we
have successfully returned one to
the high school full time. This
promises to be a great year, albeit
a little unusual.
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Over $5,000
Anonymous Donor
All for Kids
Cargill
Christ Lutheran Church
Crawfordsville School Corp.
Tony & Cindy Cosenza
Duke Energy
Franciscan Health
Hoosier Heartland State Bank
Idex Corporation—Banjo
Ind. Criminal Justice Inst.
Indiana State Supreme Court
Indiana Youth Serv. Assoc.
Montgomery County
Montg. Co. Community Found.
John & Robyn Morgan
North Montg. School Corp.
John Smillie
South Montg. School Corp.
Sugar Creek Un. Meth. Cluster
St. Bernard’s Catholic Church
Union Township Trustee
United Way of
Greater Lafayette
York, Chrysler, Jeep, Fiatt
Zotec Foundation
Up to $4,999
Arni’s of Crawfordsville
B&L Engineering & CLB Dev.
Gary & Ronna Bohlander
Chamber of Commerce
Children’s Bureau
Dennis & Carol Cook
William Doemel
Edge Information Technologies
Elavus Crossfit
First Christian Church
First United Methodist Church
Ruth Hallett
Gary & Judy Hamand
Indiana Dept. of Education
International Paper Foundation
Joshi Pediatrics
Terry Lawrence
Linden Un. Methodist Church
David & Virginia Maharry
Morgan’s Glass and Paint
Nucor Steel
Morris & Barbara Odle
Pace Dairy
Penguin Random House
Pat Perkins
Smartsburg Christian Church
Tipmont R.E.M.C.
Tri-County Bank
Valley Professionals
Valero Energy
Wabash Ave. Presbyterian Ch.
Wesley Thrift Shop
Dr. Terri Winn & Brian Turner
Up to $999
American Legion Post #72
Anonymous
Frank Barr
Tracey Barr
Jacob Bonifield
Jon & Melody Bowman
Austin & Lucy Brooks
Central Indiana Rubber
Crawfordsville Kiwanis Club
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Thank You 2021 Donors
Crawfordsville Paper Products
Durham Home
Kaylie Edwards
Dennis & Lisa Gentry
Henthorn, Harris, & Weliever
Brandon Hutson
J. Taylor Properties
Josh Voliva’s Auto Detailing
JTR Repair
Dale Milligan
Matthew & Glenda Nice
Matt & Jennifer Oates
Dale & Linda Petrie
Larry Pettit & Sons Pools
Mike & Meegan Reidy
Clark & Nancy Sennett
Surb’s Tire
Teachers Credit Union
Stu & Carolyn Weliever
United Methodist Women
Up to $499
Charles & Louisa Blaich
Phil & Farzaneh Boots
Michael & Amy Cox
Delta Theta Tau Sorority
Tony Hoffa
Scott Hagadorn
Charles High
Robert & Naomi Horton
Daniel & Emily Petrie
David & Deb Polley
Jerry & Lucinda Smith
WCDQ FM Radio
Up to $249
Steve & Martha Akers
Morris & Janet Barker
Gary Behling
Birge Farm Drainage
Mark & Karen Branch
Tom & Candace Budd
Patrick & Joyce Burnette
John & Jill Capper
Shelly Crowe
Dennis & Sally Coons
Kashawndra Cooper
Darlington Pet Clinic
Ron & Trudy Dickerson
Jamie Douglas
John & Carolyn Doyel
Sara Drury
Dwight & Brook Earl
Earl & Ruby Elliott
Charles & Karen Fiedler
William Fell
Robert Fink
Kevin & Sammi Froedge
Gavilon
Karen Gunther
RE and JA Illingworth
David & Sheridan Hadley
Eddie & Mary Hedrick
Les Hearson
Paul & Marilyn Janzaruk
Stephen & Barb Johnson
Missy Karle
Dennis Krause
Mace Methodist Church
James McCampbell

Kimberly McMurry
Judy Michal
Dale Milligan
Thomas & Sue Ann Milligan
Montgomery County Civitan
Tim & Kay Nannet
Raeanna Nicoson
Kim Nixon
Order of Eastern Star Chpt. 97
Prime Body and Paint
Dr. Stephen Rasmussen
Amber Reed
Jon & Patricia Sommer
Southmont Interact Club
Brett & Linda Spencer
Kelly Taylor
Deborah Threlkeld
Mel & Lois Vance
Sue West
Youngs Chapel Ladies Aid
John & Margaret Zimmerman
Up to $99
Amazon
Dr. Shirl Barker
James & Patience Barnes
Brian & Deneen Bartlett
Beta Sigma Phi Sorority
Linda Brady
Cara’s Kissables
Pat Branch
Mandy Carson
CD Herbalife
Don & Amy Cochran
Nate & Samantha Cravens
Michael Demeter
Bryan & Laura Donaldson
Chad Edgington
Alex Ehrlich
Sam & Carolyn Fisher
Dennis Forrest
Natalie Fritzen
Lisa Garver
JF & JA Grimble
Diana Hall
Monty & Sherry Harris
Randy & Donna Hendrickson
Tobey & Peggy Herzog
Angela Hudson
Marjorie Hughes
Zachary Kin
Craig & Kathy Leafgreen
Denise Maxwell
Misty McCarty
Kierstie McClamroch
Eldon McCoskey
Trent Mitchell
Sally Molin
Zach Morgan
Nathan Neal
Alexis Nelson
Network for Good—Facebook
Mike Pendleton
Jennifer Pendleton
Marty Pool
John & Kim Roberts
Louise Rosen
Dixie Ruggles
James & Susan Runyon
Amy Sanders

Sims Clean Cut Lawn Care
Robert & Carolyn Snyder
Shortstop of Indiana
Mike & Jill Shubert
Kenton & Beth Snyder
Something Sweet
Sheila Sowers
State Employee’s Campaign
Marta Sweek
Mindy Tyler
United Methodist Women
Hal & Jacqueline Utterback
Pete & Bronna Utterback
Richard & Barbara Vanarsdel
Vaught Electric
Andrew Wainscott
Mike & Peggy Whitacre
Daniel Wright
Jack & Beverly Wyatt
Patricia Yund
Gifts in Memory of
Sherry Barr
Frank Barr & Tracey Barr
Norbert & Rhonda
Danzebrink
Robert Millis
David & Deb Schetzsle
Nancy & Christopher Doemel
William Doemel
D.O. Dulin
Rex & Sandy Henthorn
Charlie Frey
Diane Magstadt
Emily Gary
James & Kathleen Gary
Megan & Devic Hinds
Allen & Debra Hinds
Donnie Hubbard
Reda Hubbard
Jill Melvin
Walt & Cheryl Grant
Jett Allen Morris
Donald & Martha Morris
Mark Perry
New Ross Christian Church
Barry Pool
Marty Pool
Charlie Price
Walt & Cheryl Grant
John Steele
Irmingard McKinney
Tom Warren
Kyle & Ashley Thompson
Brenda Wheeler
Diana Binford
Paul & Darla Boes
Joanne Boone
Mary Cloncs
F C Tucker West Central
Charles & Vicki
Knickerbocker
Pat & Karen McDowell
Greg & Nancy Morrison
Martin Niecko
Dwayne & Nancy Rater
Tom’s Marine Sales
Kenneth & Diana Tigard
Georgia Vanwormer
Gifts in Honor of
Nancy Beach
David & Virginia Maharry

Karen Branch
Tim & Kay Nannet
Gail Pebworth
Cadin, Cambria & Sully
Caldwell
Dirk & Catherine Caldwell
Nate Cravens
Hoosier Heartland St. Bank
Trey Etchison
Hoosier Heartland St.
Bank
Pat Hooper
Tim & Kay Nannett
Daniel & Emily Petrie
Gerry & Donna Coats
Carolyn Snyder
Tim & Kay Nannett
Gerry Turner
David & Virginia Maharry
Bill Wagner
Hoosier Heartland St. Bank
YSB Employees & Volunteers
Jim & Christine Amidon
James & Robin Fruits
In Kind Donations
Banjo Employees
CASA Volunteers
Crawfordsville Kiwanis
Crawfordsville Park & Rec.
Dept.
Dr. David Maharry
Mentor Volunteers
Nourish Partners and
Volunteers
Sheila Sowers
The Teen Court Judges
Teen Court and
YAR Volunteers
YSB Board of Directors
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Skills For Success Making Positive Impact
By: Pat Moser
As of this school year, all three school corporations
in our county have implemented the Second
Step program. As I make my way from school to
school, I hear remarkable stories about the
changes that the teachers and staff are seeing in
their students. From stories about children working
through their differences on the playground
(without needing to rely on someone else to intervene), to stories of little ones being able to identify
their feelings and manage them on their own.
Stories of students being respectful of other’s feelings and standing up for each other when hurtful
things are said. Our students are taught problem
-solving skills so that they can work through day-today problems and make good decisions. They
are taught how to ask for and find help when they
need it. It may be a while before we see massive
changes, but I think the changes that we have
seen in the short time that we have had the

program are a good indicator of things to come.
The goal has always been to teach our
students to be resilient and in the process help
them learn to make responsible decisions as they
enter adulthood. The hope is that if our teenagers
have the skills they need to make it through
adversity on their own, they won’t need to rely on
outside sources like drugs to make it through the
day to day issues they face. While this program is
not a cure for the ills of
the world, it will make
a difference for the
students who use the
tools they have been
given.
In short, I see good
things happening with
the youth of our county, and I hope you will
start to see them as
well.

Get Plugged in with YSB Youth
Teen Court is a diversionary program of the Montgomery County Youth Service Bureau and it is for first time
juvenile offenders. Teen Court is in need of more youth volunteers! Teen Court is a youth-led program,
meaning that our youth volunteers are who act as our attorneys and the jury for our cases. Youth volunteers
listen to the case and they play a huge part in deciding what they feel is an appropriate disposition for the
respondents. We challenge our volunteers to think of things that will get the respondents more positively
Involved with their community and to see the good that they could be doing. The mission of teen court is to
provide an opportunity for youth to serve the community and themselves through the practice of citizenship,
responsibility, and empathy. If you know anyone that is interested in becoming a volunteer with teen court,
please contact Cameron at 765-362-0694 ext 114 or by email at cameron@mcysb.org.

Youth as Resources (YAR) is a youth-lead philanthropic program of the Montgomery County Youth Service Bureau.
YAR is involved in the community by doing community service projects, hosting community service events, and by
giving out grants to other youth-led organizations! YAR is planning on hosting our Longaberger Bingo event, which
we have not had for the past two years. Be on the look out for that 2022 date! Youth as Resources has recently
given a grant out to North Montgomery FFA so they can make 60-70 blankets for children at Riley Hospital and
Ronald McDonald House. YAR also recently gave out a grant to North Montgomery’s Bowling Team so that they
can compete throughout the season. Youth as Resources challenges our youth to be involved in the community
as much as they can, and to help in anyway possible! If you know any youth who would love to use their
creativity, and skills to be more active in the community, then please contact Cameron at 765-362-0694 ext 114 or
by email at cameron@mcysb.org.
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Giving Thanks
By: Jane Christophersen

thankless because the kids don’t
really often show appreciation. But
It is that time of year when we start I think the CASAs will tell you the
smiles they see when families are
to prepare for Thanksgiving. And
ultimately, we think about our bless- reunited or kids are adopted into
safe, permanent, loving homes are
ings and for whom and what we
worth all of the secondary trauma.
are thankful. Our CASA volunteers
rank very high on my list. They give You can’t feel the same level of joy
when something great happens if
of their time, their hearts, their
you haven’t also felt pain along the
minds, at times their money, and
often their own wellbeing to advo- way. Being a CASA is certainly not
for the faint of heart. But I think it
cate for their “CASA kids.” The last
makes the heart stronger. I try to tell
one might puzzle you a bit. I know
our volunteers often how much I
that volunteers lose sleep, feel
appreciate them. But I would like to
heartbroken, have anxiety, and
publicly let them know how much I
carry the pain of their CASA kids
admire and treasure them. Thank
and the parents with them. They
sometimes suffer what is called sec- you:
ondary trauma. It’s almost impossible to not feel deeply emotional for Michael Abbott, Ellen Ball, Karen
the families of children whose lives Branch, Cali Bridges, Melissa Brush,
Cathy Caldwell, Jill Canter, Jill Caphave been so negatively impactper, Mary Lou Dawald, Jeff Drury,
ed. It’s hard to spend a wonderful
Jennifer Fortney, Glenda Frees, SteThanksgiving with family or friends
ve Frees, Mike Fruits, Jack
and not think of the children missing their own family and friends. But Gelzleichter, Karen Gerold, Patsy
Gordon, Beth Griffin, Terri Griffin,
our volunteers persevere and provide their CASA kids with attention, Ruth Hallett, Jill Hampton, Sarah
love, kindness, understanding, and Jay, Barb Johnson, DeeDee Jones,
Sally LeJeune-Jones, Debbie Keller,
fierce advocacy when needed.
Susan Kidd, Ashley Kight, Cathy
They give them hope. They make
Kruse, Bill Lindemann, Jim McBee,
them feel special. It is sometimes

Making Christmas Merry and Bright
By Cameron Cole
Tis the season to be jolly! Fa La La La La, La La La La! REINdear
season is upon us here at the Youth Service Bureau! The YSB is
going to help out every youth that we possibly can with
Christmas assistance! It would not be possible to make this
happen without the generosity of ALL our amazing donors! We
want to send a huge THANK YOU to Montgomery County 4-H for
being our sponsor for this event!! We also would like to send big
THANK YOU to the Union Township, Wabash Ave. Presbyterian
Church, the American Legion Post #72, and the Montgomery
County Civitan Club for their outstanding donations to the
REINdear program! This program would not be the success that it
is, if it wasn’t for the amazing Montgomery County community!
We hope that each and every one of you have a tremendously
Happy Holidays!

Ramona McCance, Theresa McIntyre, Debbie Miller, Amy Munroe,
Sherry Nicoson, Kim Nixon, Kristie
Ross, Dee Ann Rowley, Sue Runyon,
Sandra Salazar, Mandy Sanders,
Shawna Simmons, Rhonda Smith,
Carolyn Snyder, Sheila Sowers, Debbie Threlkeld, Cindy Tomey, Gerry
Turner, Jacquie Voliva, Scott Voliva, Kathy Walker, and Gina Williams.
I would also like to thank Sue Brassel
and Kate Doty, our fabulous staff
members who provide outstanding
service to both our volunteers and
their “CASA kids.” I can’t ever
thank them enough for all they do.
If you would like to know more
about the CASA Program, please
contact Kate Doty at
kate@mcysb.org or 362-0694, ext.
106.
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From the Director’s Desk
By: Karen Branch,
Executive Director
As we wrap up another year of
serving youth in Montgomery
County, and as Thanksgiving
approaches, we have so much to
be thankful for. Thankful for the
staff and board of the YSB,
dedicated individuals who have
kept going no matter what the
challenges have been. They have
always been focused on the most
important thing, the best interests
of the youth we serve. We are
thankful for our volunteers who
have stuck with us through chang-

ing times and Covid restrictions.
We are thankful for our donors who
have stepped up and not only
supported our day to day
operations, but also the growth of
our endowment. We are grateful
for the Montgomery County
Community Foundation and United
Way in Montgomery County for
being there for the YSB, but also so
many other non-profits. We are so
grateful to operate in a community
that values our children and youth
and does so much to support our
programming.
Although we could not have our
50th birthday celebration this year,

Get Inspired
By: Sara Clapp

Every Inspire meeting in 2021 has been an adventure! Inspire
has faced challenges and had to adapt with Covid like
everyone else, but we have kept the girls engaged with
encouraging notes in their mailboxes, messaging through
Remind and bi-weekly meetings. We have talked about self
esteem, self worth, gratitude, healthy relationships, the power
of simple kindness and some have been trained in QPR suicide
prevention training. The girls have packed bags for the Nourish
program, written encouraging messages to friends, done lots
of crafts and really enjoyed getting to know each other
better. 2021 has challenged us to use our imaginations to
overcome obstacles, but the smiles on the girls faces at the
meetings keep Cam and me going. We are excited to be
wrapping 2021 up with a Christmas Party sponsored by Banjo/
IDEX corp.
Inspire would like to thank the groups and individuals who
have supported Inspire in 2021 by sharing their time, as well as
through donations. Inspire is a mentoring group for girls in
Middle School or High school in Montgomery County. If you
know of someone who would like to join us, please encourage
them to attend a meeting, and they are always welcome to
bring a friend or two! Our next scheduled meeting is
December 2nd, then we pick back up for 2022, January 6th,
January 20th, February 3rd. We meet every other Thursday
from 5:00-6:30 at the Youth Service Bureau, 808 W. Pike St.
Please contact Sara or Cam with any questions! 362-0694 ext
102 or 114.

we will celebrate in 2022 and
recognize all of those who have
made our longevity possible! We
are also on track to bring back
Dancing with the Montgomery
County Stars in 2022. So many
things to look forward to in our 51st
year of operations.

Here’s to a Happy Holiday Season
for all and the excitement of a
new year full of possibilities.

-

-

-

Montgomery County

YSB Staff
Karen Branch: Executive Director
Sue Brassel: Assistant CASA Director
Jane Christophersen: CASA Director
Sara Clapp: Program Development Associate
Cameron Cole: Youth Program Manager
Kate Doty: CASA Volunteer Coordinator
Shannon Furr: Alternative School Teacher
Jill Hampton: JUMP Program Director
Cathy Kruse: Nourish Coordinator
Pat Moser: Skills For Success Learning Coordinator
Gina Williams: Director of Operations

