
By: Jane Christophersen 

 

CASA (Court Appointed Special Advocates) 

began in 1976 when Judge David Soukup in 

Seattle, Washington, decided that he needed 

to find a way to gather more complete infor-

mation about the children he had in his court 

for whom he was making life changing deci-

sions.  His idea was to recruit volunteers who 

would make a very thorough independent 

investigation on behalf of the child or children 

in an abuse or neglect case and then make a 

report to the court with recommendations.  

The volunteers were called Court Appointed 

Special Advocates.  In January of 1977, the first 

group of volunteers was trained and began to 

advocate on behalf of the children.  Other pro-

grams were started across the country. 

The Montgomery CASA Program began in re-

sponse to the need for child advocates in our 

local court system.  In 1990, Judge Thomas 

Milligan, who presided over Circuit Court, be-

lieved that the Youth Service Bureau would be 

the appropriate agency to develop and main-

tain the CASA Program.  The Youth Service 

Bureau hired Tom Carlson as the CASA direc-

tor. He trained the first volunteer class in the 

summer and in July of 1990, the program as-

signed the first CASA volunteers to cases.  We 

have advocated for thousands of “CASA kids.”  

We have helped to get them back in their 

homes safely, made sure they found forever 

homes in which they have been adopted, and sup-

ported the youth who aged out of the system to 

start their adult lives either by attending college or 

getting jobs that allowed them to be self-sufficient.  

Hundreds of people have been volunteers through 

the years.  We are hoping to be able to have a cele-

bration to honor those who have been so important 

to abused and neglected children in Montgomery 

County.  If you were a volunteer prior to 2017, 

please contact us at 765-362-0694, x106, email Kate 

Doty at kate@mcysb.org, or message us on Face-

book.  Unfortunately, we did not bring our old files 

with us to 808 W Pike and our current case manage-

ment system started in 2017.  So we may not have 

every past volunteer’s name or address. We want to 

personally invite everyone to our celebration when-

ever that may be. (The pandemic caused us to wait 

until this year to announce the 30 year anniversary 

because we assumed we could celebrate it this year. 

But we do not want to schedule an event until we 

know it is safe to gather.)  

In 2020, our program had 52 volunteers and advo-

cated for 220 children.  One hundred children found 

permanency through reunification with a parent, 

adoption, a guardianship, or by aging out. We still 

need more volunteers to make sure no child goes 

through the system without a CASA. 

If you are interested in learning more about how 

you can help, please contact Kate Doty at 362-0694, 

x106, kate@mcysb.org, or find us on Facebook.  We 

will start a new CASA training in early March. 

 

CASA PROGRAM CELEBRATES 30 YEARS 
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Our Mission is 
 

The Montgomery County 

Youth Service Bureau    

empowers children/youth to 

become responsible citizens 

through delinquency     

prevention, community   

education, youth advocacy, 

direct services and        

information and referral.  
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By: Cameron Cole 

Two of our programs at the YSB, Youth as 

Resources or YAR and Teen Court, both 

faced challenges last year during the 

pandemic. Youth as Resources is our 

youth philanthropic program that allows 

youth to step out of their comfort zone 

to give back to the community through 

doing service projects and events to raise 

money. They had hard times finding ser-

vice projects to complete and we were 

unable to host any community events to 

raise money. However, despite those 

challenges we had some amazing youth 

volunteers that stepped up to the plate 

to come up with ideas and brainstorm 

MONTGOMERY COUNTY YOUTH STEP UP 

different things that we can do 

for the community in the fu-

ture. Along with this, our YAR 

volunteers came together at 

meetings and we were able to 

give out two $500.00 YAR 

Grants. One went to the North 

Montgomery FFA and the the 

other to Montgomery County 

4-H Junior Leaders. Both were 

for them both to complete 

community service projects. 

Teen Court, another program 

of the YSB, which is a diver-

sionary program for first time 

juvenile offenders, also had its 

challenges last year. We were 

not able to complete as many 

sessions as we originally had 

planned. However, despite all 

of the chaos with teen court 

and all of the new social dis-

tancing guidelines that we had 

to set in place, our volunteers, 

who come and act as attor-

ney’s and juror’s for teen 

court, have still made sure to 

attend the sessions we were 

able to have. They did what 

they needed to help our com-

munity. One thing that 2020 

taught me, is just how resilient 
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our youth are and how much 

they thrive. I witnessed that by 

watching our YAR and Teen 

Court volunteers,  despite the 

pandemic, kept going, and they 

kept doing what needed to be 

done. I was truly inspired by 

them, and I was inspired by 

their resilience through the 

hard times, as I watched them 

continue on, and continue to 

keep their positive attitudes and 

their willingness to make the 

community better.  

 

 

“Hi, my name is Kaylee. I’ve 

been a part of Inspire for 4 

years now. Before finding out 

about Inspire I wasn’t big on 

clubs or groups. Inspire has 

helped open up a lot of my 

options. Being a part of Inspire 

has been amazing. I’ve met so 

many new people and done so 

many new things along the way. 

I think one of the reasons I 

enjoy Inspire so much is be-

Since her first meeting in Septem-

ber of 2015, Kaylee attended 60+ 

meetings and became an Inspire 

veteran. Her knack for leadership 

made her a  young lady that we 

could count on to set a positive 

tone at every meeting. Kaylee 

graduated in December of 2019 

and in the last year has  gone on 

to be a caring, responsible, inde-

pendent member of our communi-

ty.  We are really proud of the 

young lady that she is today.  We 

asked her to share a little about 

her time with Inspire.  

cause, I feel so safe there and so 

welcomed as well as everyone else 

does. I know from personal experi-

ence Inspire impacts a lot of us girls 

who attend the meetings. We all 

just feel so connected there and it’s 

a safe place for us to talk to one 

another about anything. I attend 

Inspire because I love the girls who 

attend. Every time we get a new girl 

I always introduce myself and try 

my best for them to feel safe and 

INSPIRE MADE AN IMPACT 
welcome. Some of my favorite memo-

ries from inspire include going to the 

Indianapolis zoo, making blankets for 

the nursing home, and my all time fa-

vorite was making the mugs for cancer 

patients. For me personally, I absolutely 

love giving back to the community now 

ever since I joined Inspire. The coordi-

nators are so sweet and kind to us girls 

and make us feel so loved. Without this 

group I honestly don’t know where I’d 

be today. It’s definitely kept my head 

on straight. “ 

 

By: Cameron Cole 

REINdear would like to send a huge thank you 

to all of our donors for the 2020 REINdear 

season. With all of your generosity and sup-

port REINdear was able to help nearly 1,000 

youth in Montgomery County! You are appre-

ciated more than you know, not only from us 

here at the YSB, but also from all of the fami-

lies that receive help from REINdear. We 

would also like to thank all of our volunteers 

that help out the week of REINdear for all that 

they do. We would not be able to get every-

thing accomplished that needs to, if it was not 

for them. Thank you all so incredibly much! 

REINDEAR GIVES THANKS 



 

 

 

By: Jill Hampton, Program 
Manager 
 
It has been a crazy year for the 

JUMP program as well as for 

everyone else in our communi-

ty.  We still have volunteers 

meeting with their mentees 

but in a way that feels safe for 

them.  For example, many of 

our mentors only meet with 

their mentee when weather is 

nice and they can do an out-

door activity.  Some mentors 

are only keeping in touch 

through texts, letters, facetime 

and by dropping off gifts to let 

the mentees know they are 

thinking of them. And then 

there are some that are still 

meeting face to face wearing 

masks.  It is important during 

this time that they still keep in 

touch and they have come up 

with creative ways to do this. 

Another challenge for the 

JUMP program has been 

providing our free monthly 

group activities.  During the 

summer we provided hikes and 

social distancing picnics, a visit 

to the pumpkin patch and a 

banquet with social distancing.  

In December, the AMC theater 

opened it’s doors to the JUMP 

program for a special showing 

of “Croods: A New Age.”  It was 

just our group of 27 people so 

they were able to sit 6 feet 

apart and wear their masks.   

Everyone had a great time and 

we were able to provide a safe, 

fun activity.   

With the cold weather upon us, 

the JUMP program is trying to 

still provide activities but not in 

a group atmosphere.  We have 

put together bags with craft 

and construction activities the 

mentor/mentee can do togeth-

er or just drop off for their 

mentee.  We will supply the 

craft/construction project, 

paint, paintbrushes, etc.  Each 

week we will sit the bags out of 

JUMP PROGRAM CONTINUES TO MENTOR 
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our front door for the mentors to 

pick up at their convenience.  

This will hopefully keep us con-

nected until warmer months 

when we can do outdoor activi-

ties again. 

Once the cold weather breaks, 

we will be actively searching for 

more adult volunteers as well as 

kids who are interested in being 

part of the program.  Mentoring 

kids has a positive impact on 

their lives and helps them to do 

better in school and stay out of 

trouble with the law.  Volunteers 

also benefit by giving back to 

others, staying active and making 

a connection to a child.   

If you are interested in volun-

teering for the JUMP program or 

know of a child that could ben-

efit from having a mentor, con-

tact me (Jill Hampton) at 362-

0694 ext. 103 or email at 

jill@mcysb.org. 

“It’s about helping a child  

replace a life of hurt  

with a life of hope” 

mailto:jill@mcysb.org


Page 4 

Y O U T H  S E R V I C E  B U R E A U  

2
0
2
0
 D

on
or

s 
Over $5,000 

Anonymous Donor 

All for Kids 

Cargill 

Christ Lutheran Church 

Crawfordsville School Corp. 

Franciscan Health 

Hoosier Heartland State Bank 

Idex Corporation—Banjo 

Ind. Criminal Justice  Inst. 

Indiana State Supreme Court 

Indiana Youth Serv. Assoc. 

Montgomery County 

Montg. Co. Community  

    Foundation 

Montg. County United Fund 

North Montg.  School Corp. 

South Montg. School Corp. 

Sugar Creek United Meth.  

    Cluster 

St. Bernard’s Catholic Church 

Union Township Trustee 

Valero Energy 

 

Up to $4,999 

Anonymous Donor 

Arni’s of Crawfordsville 

Gary & Ronna Bohlander 

Children’s Bureau 

Dennis & Carol Cook 

Tony & Cindy Cosenza 

Crawfordsville Kiwanis Club 

William Doemel 

Duke Energy 

Edge Information  

    Technologies  

First Christian Church 

Frye Family Trust 

Michael & Terri Grant 

Gary & Judy Hamand 

Ruth Hallett 

Henthorn, Harris, Weliever &  

     Petrie 

Dennis & Deanna Hohlbein 

Indiana Dept. of Education 

Dr. Arun Jain 

Joshi Pediatrics 

Linden Un. Methodist Church 

Mishler Dental Office 

John & Robyn Morgan 

Nucor Steel 

Nucor Steel Employees 

Pace Dairy 

Parke Co. REMC Com. Trust 

Patricia Perkins 

PNC Bank 

Mike & Meegan Reidy 

Rotary Club 

Bob & Nancy Stwalley 

John & Sandra Tidd 

Tri County Bank 

Trinity Un. Methodist Church 

Mark & Carolyn Truax 

Wabash Ave. Presbyterian 

     Church 

Walmart 

Gregg Wheeler 

Dr. Terri Winn & Brian Turner 

United Way of   

     Greater Lafayette 

York Chrysler-Jeep-Dodge-Fiat 

 

Up to $999 

Stephen & Martha Akers 

American Legion Post #72 

Jim & Chris Amidon 

Anonymous 

Central Indiana Rubber 

Crawfordsville Paper Products 

Chamber of Commerce 

Scott & Jamie Douglas 

Farm Credit Service 

F C Tucker West Central 

Greek’s Pizzeria 

Inside Out Improvements 

Jessica’s on Main 

JTR Repair 

Knuth Heating 

Marcus & Helen Hudson 

Terry Lawrence 

Midwest Bale Ties 

Matt  & Jennifer Oates 

Morris & Barbara Odle 

Puritan Water 

Darrick & Cindy Ratcliff 

Terry & Paula Reed 

Richard & Candy Royer 

Clark & Nancy Sennett 

Surb’s Tire 

Stu & Carolyn Weliever 

Whitesville Christian Church 

 

 

Up to $499 

Allied Capital Title Co. 

Isobel Arvin 

Michael Aspatore 

Charles & Louisa Blaich 

Phil & Farzaneh Boots 

Austin & Lucy Brooks 

Greg Carey 

Community Foundation Staff 

Ralph & Marta Corey 

Michael & Amy Cox 

John & Betty Culley 

Delta Theta Tau Sorority 

Sara Drury 

Trey & Kelly Etcheson 

William Fell Trust 

James & Kathleen Gary 

Indiana Leadership Assoc. 

Paul & Marilyn Janzaruk 

Leyvas Quality Construction 

Peggy Lohorn 

Dale Milligan 

Raoul Moore 

Network for Good—Facebook 

Dale & Linda Petrie 

Rundell Ernstberger Assoc. 

Smartsburg Christian Church 

Jerry & Lucinda Smith 

Thomas Twarek & Ellen Ball 

Deborah Threlkeld 

United Methodist Women 

Scott & Jacqueline Voliva 

 

Up to $249 

Anonymous 

Alamo Christian Aid Society 

Mark & Cris Antreasian 

Chris & Noreen Arvin 

Morris & Janet Barker 

Gary & Teresa Behling 

Diana Binford 

Pat Branch 

Bus. & Professional Women 

Jill & John Capper 

Fred & Janet Clements 

Civitan  Club—Montg. Co. 

Donald & Amy Cochran 

Bonnie Cohee 

Darlington Un. Meth. Church 

Ron and Trudy Dickerson 

Donna Tanner Team Realty 

John & Carolyn Doyel 

Edward Jones—Brad Gonzo 

Earl & Ruby Elliott 

Charles & Karen Fiedler 

Friends of Sugar Creek 

Jim & Robin Fruits 

Karen Gunther 

Jonathan Guthrie 

David & Sheridan Hadley 

Herman  & Kitty Haffner 

Bethanne Harmon & Bev  

    Wheeler 

Monty &  Sherry Harris 

Jeremy Hartnett & Jill  

    Lamberton 

Sam & Susie Hildebrand 

Conrad & Judith Harvey 

Les Hearson 

Ed & Mary Hedrick 

Home National Bank 

Ralph & Joyce Illingworth 

Indiana Federal Credit Union 

Elizabeth Johnson 

James Johnson 

Brian & Cheryl Keim 

Ken’s Liquor Store 

Ray & Nancy Kirtley 

Dennis Krause 

Diane Kreisher 

William & Sue Locker 

David & Virginia Maharry 

Irmingard McKinney 

Judy Michal 

Thomas & Sue Ann Milligan 

Donald & Martha Morris 

Tim & Kay Nannet 

Michael & Karen Patton 

David Phillips 

David & Deborah Polley 

Dr. Stephen Rasmussen 

Retired Teachers Assoc. 

Gaylon & Kristen Ross 

Sanders Funeral Care 

James & Virginia Servies 

Jon & Pat Sommer 

Studio 32  

Julie Surface 

Dan & Kelly Taylor 

Top Line Athletics 

Gerry Turner 

Peter & Bronna Utterback 

Richard & Barbara          

    Vanarsdel 

Melvin & Lois Vance 

Sue West 

Mike & Peggy Whitacre 

Janet Whitecotton 

Youngs Chapel 

Youngs Chapel Church  

     Ladies Aid 

Janet & Stephen Zachary 

John & Margaret  

    Zimmerman 

 

Up to $99 

Dr. Shirl Barker 

Mary Barnett & John Reed 

Jim & Patience Barnes 

Martha Bell 

Christal Bowen 

Nancy Buckles 

Patrick & Joyce Burnette 

Aaron Clawson 

Mary Cloncs 

Clore Insurance Group 

Jeremy & Catherine  

    Cotton 

Nate & Samantha  

    Cravens 

Bryan & Laura Donaldson 

Eden Appraisal Service 

M. Jean Edwards 

Ralph & Susan Fain 

Samuel & Carolyn Fisher 

Gardner’s Prof. Clearning 

Dennis & Lisa Gentry 

Donna Jordan-Gillikin 

Jim & Nancy Gineris 

David & Mary Glass 

Donald & Diana Gould 

Karen Gunther 

Diana Hall 

Mike & Nancy Hartley 

Scott & Tamara  

    Hemmerlein   

Randall & Donna  

    Hendrickson 

Kayla Hens 

Reda Hubbard 

Fred & Lynne Johnson 

Neil & Pam Karle 

Brian & Cheryl Keim 

Jack & Suanne Larson 

Craig & Kathy Leafgreen 

Mary Jane Livingston 

Gayle & Deborah Lough 

Kelley Lowe 

Denise Maxwell 

Eldon McCoskey 

Judy Michal 

Angela Miller 

Doug & Nancy Mills 

Wayne & Patricia Newhart 

Sean & Shaley Pence 

John & Kimberly Roberts 

Dixie Ruggles 

Amy Sanders 

Mike & Jill Shubert 

Harry Siamas 

Ethan & Hannah Smith 

State Employee’s Campaign 

Paul & Denise Swearingen 

Byron & Karen Thada 

Alex Thomas 

Donna Walton 

Nolan & Phyllis Warner 

Dennis & Marla Wonders 

Jack & Beverly Wyatt 

Kimberly Yeager 

Zahn’s Floor Covering 

 

Gifts in Memory of 

Josh Akers 

    Stephen & Martha Akers 

Charles Arvin 

    Isobel Arvin 

Sherry Barr 

    Michael Bernardes 

    Julie Dickman 

    David & Sheridan Hadley 

    William Myrt 

    Norman & Patricia Reimondo 

    Rock Point Church 

    Jon & Patria Sommer 

    Douglas & Debra Wolf 

Michael Blood 

    June Blood 

Donna & Harold Gentry 

    Dan and Dee Booth 

Logan Deckard 

    Bonnie Yund 

Chris Doemel 

     William Doemel 

Bob Evans 

    Sheila Evans 

Susan Day 

    Steve & Glenda Frees 

Chris Doemel 

     William Doemel 

Kathy Frederick 

    Irmingard McKinney 

Jack Frees 

    Steve & Glenda Frees 

Larry Frye 

    Frye Family Trust 

    Nancy Griggs 

Emily Gary 

    James & Kathleen Gary 

Megan & Devic Hinds 

    Allen & Debra Hinds 

Donnie Hubbard 

     Reda Hubbard 

Tom Hunt 

     Dr. Deborah Gwin-Hunt 
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Jerry Johnson 

    Elizabeth Johnson 

Bianca Lozano 

     Leyvas Quality Construction 

Margarita Martinez 

     Leyvas Quality Construction 

Clara Milligan 

    Dale Milligan 

Jett Allan Morris 

    Donald & Martha Morris 

Don & Martha Ellen Morrison 

    Davis Morrison Realty 

Victor Powell 

    Marion Powell 

Floyd Richardson 

    Paul & Marilyn Janzaruk 

Bob Rogers 

    William Fell Trust 

Pat Smith 

    Phillip Smith 

Don Sodrel 

    Mary Ann Sodrel 

John Vansickle 

     Bane-Welker Equipment      

     Joseph & Roberta Buroff  

     Carl Cox 

     Patsy Ellis  

     Jason & Jodi Greenlee    

     Bruce & Vivien Haines      

     Virginia Harrison   

     Cathie Jackson 

     Donald & Sandra Lightle   

     Todd & Tammy Lineback  

     Troy & Ellen Milligan    

     Paul & Paula Riley      

     Jeanette Snyder   

     Sara Sering 

     Mel & Lois Vance 

Jack Walton 

     Donna Walton 

Bill White 

    James Gobble 

Rex Wilkinson 

    Karen Fruits 

 

Gifts in Honor of 

Alex Thomas 

    Mark & Cris Antreasian 

Nancy Beach 

    David & Ginny MaHarry 

Louisa Blaich 

   Tim & Kay Nannet 

Karen Branch 

    Gail Pebworth 

Karen Branch & the YSB Staff 

    James & Christine Amidon 

Sue Brassel 

    John & Jill Capper 

Jill Capper & the CASA Program 

    Herman & Kitty Haffner 

Jane Christophersen 

    Linda Brady 

Tammy Demaree 

    Hoosier Heartland St. Bank 

Trey Etchison 

    Hoosier Heartland St. Bank 

Barbara Frye 

     Nancy Griggs 

Jill Hampton 

     Darlington Pet Clinic 

Judge Peggy Lohorn 

      Henthorn, Harris, Weliver 

      & Petrie 

Dulce Martinez 

     Tobey & Peggy Herzog 

Dale Milligan 

     Susan Rosen 

Karen Patton 

      Nancy Bowes 

Daniel & Emily Petrie 

     Gerry & Donna Coats 

Brieana Picket 

    Hoosier Heartland St. Bank 

Nancy Sennett 

     Tim & Kay Nannet 

Wabash College Dean’s Office 

    Jeremy Hartnett &  

    Jill Lamberton 

Bill Wagner 

    Hoosier Heartland St. Bank 

 

In Kind Donations 

Clay Adams 

Chris Amidon 

Banjo Employees 

CASA Volunteers 

Chilcren’s Burea, Jen Fortney 

Autumn Clark 

Crawfordsville Kiwanis 

Crawfordsville Park & Rec. 

    Dept 

Crawfordsville, North Montgom- 

    ery, and Southmont staff and 

    bus drivers who helped  

    deliver Nourish backpacks  

Crosspoint Fellowship Church, 

    Pastor Chris Cregger 

CSI Employees 

Franciscan Alliance 

Raychel Hamby 

Thomas Kay 

Dr. David Maharry 

Mentor Volunteers 

Montg. Co. Community Found. 

     Staff 

Nourish Partners and Volun-  

     teers 

All the REINdear donors and  

      Volunteers 

The Hon. Harry Siamas 

Sheila Sowers 

The Teen Court Judges 

Teen Court and YAR   

       Volunteers 

Wabash College 

YSB Board of Directors 

FROM THE INTERN’S DESK 

Hello! My name is Lilia Williams and I am an intern at the Youth Service 

Bureau for the month of January.  I am currently a junior at Taylor Universi-

ty and am majoring in Social Work.  Over the last few weeks, I have had the 

great honor and joy of being able to witness the amazing things happening 

at the Youth Service Bureau.  Even though things look different and many 

programs aren’t happening in person right now, there are still many youth 

that are being reached in this especially critical time.  During this month, I 

have been able to gain knowledge about all of the programs at the Youth 

Service Bureau, acquire new insights about my community, and learn many 

new skills.  I am thankful for my experience here getting to see how the 

Youth Service Bureau is impacting so many people in our community and I 

hope to take these skills that I have learned during this month to my Social 

Work career in the years to come! 
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JUST LIKE IN THE MOVIES 

Do you remember the 1996 movie First Wives 

Club, starring Goldie Hawn, Diane Keaton, and 

Bette Midler? The theme of the movie was really 

about learning to use the negative things in life 

and mold them into a positive outcome.  

That’s a lot like what we do here at the Alterna-

tive School. These students come to us for a varie-

ty of reasons. One thing that they all have in com-

mon is that the reason for their referral to us is 

usually negative. Once they arrive, though, they 

quickly learn that with some effort, they can 

either get caught up on missing credits or 

use their time to get ahead of the peers they 

left at their high schools. They can use their 

negative circumstances and turn them into 

positive outcomes.  

I have a new, young student whose ADHD 

makes him impulsive. He finally did some-

thing that required his referral to the alter-

native school. Here, he can sit on a yoga ball 

while he works. He can spin on his new un-

der desk elliptical while he listens to the 

reading. He will probably finish his second 

class this week, putting him right where he 

should be for his age group. 

I have two students who are either par-

enting or expecting to parent soon. They are 

both using their time here as an opportunity 

to earn enough credits to graduate early 

and be ready to enter the work force 

and support the new child. 

Just like in the movie, some students 

return to their previous situations with 

renewed appreciation and better out-

looks while others just push forward in 

their new environments, sharing light 

and leadership. I have one senior who 

has been with me since her freshman 

year, and the leadership and maturity 

she brings to the classroom is invalua-

ble. I always have students who return 

to their high schools ready to improve 

their situations.  

Remember at the end of the iconic 80s 

film, The Breakfast Club, where Judd 

Nelson walks away and punches his fist 

triumphantly into the air? One semester 

and 75 credits, I feel that. 

NOURISH PROVIDING FOOD 

By: Cathy Kruse, Program Director 

Here we are a couple of weeks into 

the new year and things do not 

seem to be any less confusing than 

when 2020 ended.  With students 

being constantly quarantined, the 

number of bags we send continues 

to fluctuate. Last year we averaged 

230 bags/week and currently we 

are averaging around 180. Even 

during these uncertain times, the 

Nourish program continues to be 

Blessed.  We’ve had a couple of 

organizations come aboard to help 

pack food bags and unload the 

food truck. The Montgomery Coun-

ty Probation Department packed 

107 bags of food and Valley Profes-

sionals unloaded the food truck for 

us. I would like to thank them so 

much for helping out the Nourish 

Program.  Even during a pandemic, 

we still need to be sure that chil-

dren get fed and I am so grateful 

our wonderful volunteers are still 

willing to pack and deliver the bags 

to the schools and unload the food 

trucks. The Nourish volunteers 

make my job so much easier 

and help keep my sanity in 

check. I truly could not do this 

program without them.  
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All of this is possible because of the 
tremendous support we receive from 
Montgomery County and its residents.  
In 2020, we received support from the 
Montgomery United Fund, Montgom-
ery County Community Foundation, 
local grants, state grants, federal 
grants, private foundations, school 
corporations, Indiana Department of 
Education, businesses, churches, ser-
vice groups, and individuals, totaling 
$753,556.  We take very seriously the 
stewardship of the funds that have 
been entrusted to us.  Ninety percent 
of all revenue was dedicated to service 
provision for our youth with the re-
maining ten percent to administrative 
and fund-raising costs.    

One the YSB’s greatest assets are our 
volunteers.  In 2020, we had more than 
1,000 adult and youth volunteers help-
ing as mentors, advocates, educators, 
Teen Court, Drug Free Montgomery 
County, Child Abuse Prevention, the 
Nourish Program and our Board of 
Directors.  We are so thankful that so 
many community members are willing 
to give their time to help our youth.  
We could not possibly operate our 
programs and achieve such impact 
without these volunteers.  We are so 
thankful for them sharing the gift of 
their time.   

As we enter 2021, we are celebrating a 
milestone of 50 years of operations, 
serving the youth of Montgomery 
County.  While the pandemic continues 
to limit our interactions, we hope that 
we will be able to celebrate this mile-
stone with you soon.  We feel grateful 
every day to operate in a community 
like ours, where we value our youth 
and see an investment in them as the 
way to continue to have a healthy and 
thriving community.  We thank you on 
behalf of all the youth we serve and for 
your investment in the Youth Service 
Bureau. 

Karen Branch, Executive Director 

 

2020 was an interesting year to say 
the least!  As all of us have had to 
do, we learned to be more flexible 
and to adapt to an ever-changing 
reality.  The staff and volunteers 
continued to provide the highest 
quality services to our youth.  The 
services may have been virtual, but 
we stayed in contact, provided 
support, advocated, educated and 
provided food in a time when it 
was needed most.  To keep every-
one safe, staff spent some time 
working from home.  But work 
they did, there was not a loss of 
outreach to our youth.  Students 
continued to earn credits, CASA 
kids received virtual visits, mentors 
and mentees face timed and 
Zoomed and backpacks of food 
went out every Friday.  Staff were 
busy all year, picking up extra du-
ties when necessary.  Because we 
did not utilize volunteers for Nour-
ish for several months, during that 
time staff packed all the backpacks 
and unloaded the food trucks that 
kept us supplied.  This team of staff 
and volunteers pulled together and 
I am so proud of the work they did!  
They did not lose sight for even 
one minute that our mission to 
serve the youth was our highest 
priority.   

Our Nourish program was especial-
ly critical from March through the 
summer.  During that time, stu-
dents were not attending school in 
person and there were grave con-
cerns about their access to ade-
quate food.  In a tremendous part-
nership with North Montgomery 
School Corporation, South Mont-
gomery School Corporation and 
Crawfordsville Community School 
Corporation, the YSB Nourish pro-
gram was able to distribute 350 
backpacks weekly to food insecure 
households.  As the schools were 
delivering breakfasts and lunches 
to their students who had need, 
they also delivered our backpacks, 
providing additional food for fami-
lies.  Each week the bus drivers 
loaded and delivered the back-
packs, working hard to make sure 
students had access to food.  Dur-
ing this time period our partner-
ship delivered more than 7,000 
backpacks of food, representing 
more than 56,000 meals.  This is 

just one example of how Montgom-
ery County worked together to take 
care of each other in a difficult time.     

There were some less than positive 
moments in 2020.  One of the casu-
alties of 2020 was Dancing with the 
Montgomery County Stars.  Because 
of the pandemic, it was not safe to 
have an event of that size, nor was 
it safe to ask dancers to practice in 
such close physical proximity.  As a 
result, we made the difficult deci-
sion to cancel the event.  By the 
time of the cancellation, we had 
already received $37,900 in spon-
sors.  We contacted sponsors to see 
how they wanted to proceed.  Spon-
sorships totaling $20,900 were 
simply donated to the YSB for 2020.  
The following businesses, despite it 
being a difficult year, donated their 
sponsorships outright: Franciscan 
Health; PNC Bank; HSD Homes; 
Arni’s; Mishler Dental; Banjo Corpo-
ration; Crawfordsville Montgomery 
County Chamber of Commerce; 
Henthorn, Harris, Weliever and 
Petrie; Inside out Home Improve-
ments; Knuth Heating and Cooling; 
the Oates family; Midwest Bale Ties; 
Home National Bank; FC Tucker 
West Central; Rundell Ernstberger 
Associates; and Jamie and Scott 
Douglas.  Most other sponsors hon-
ored us by committing their spon-
sorship to our event for 2021.  The 
generosity of these local businesses 
made a financially difficult year a 
little easier, and allowed us to con-
tinue to provide services to our 
youth.    

We provided all of our core services, 
CASA, JUMP Mentoring, Alternative 
School, Nourish, Child Abuse Pre-
vention, Drug Free Montgomery 
County, Youth as Resources, Teen 
Court, Inspire, Social Emotional 
Learning, Just Be You and REINdear.  
Collectively we served nearly 2,700 
youth from January to December.  
Additionally, we had community 
education events that reached more 
than 14,000 community members.  
The most notable of these was the 
Suicide Prevention campaign we 
held in September.  This effort in-
cluded yard signs placed throughout 
the county, a billboard and suicide 
prevention cards and bracelets for 
every middle and high school stu-

dent in the county.  This and our 
other community events are de-
signed to meet the ever-growing 
needs of the youth in our communi-
ty.   

Our services, provided in Montgom-
ery County, are critical to the well-
being of the youth in our communi-
ty.  Our programs and services are 
unique to the YSB and do not dupli-
cate services.  Although our pro-
grams cover a wide range of youth 
needs, we cannot meet all of the 
needs, but work in collaboration 
with many volunteers, agencies and 
programs to insure our youth needs 
are met. 

We collaborate with agencies such 
as, the Department of Child Ser-
vices, Boys & Girls Club of Mont-
gomery County, 4-H, Purdue Exten-
sion, Family Crisis Shelter, local 
mental health providers, Crawfords-
ville Adult Resource Academy, 
Achaius Ranch, Trinity Mission and 
Montgomery County Health Depart-
ment, to name a few.  We are al-
ways looking for new partnerships 
that help us all maximize resources 
and serve the greatest number of 
youth possible.   

While we know we have impact 
with our youth, it is not always im-
pact that each community member 
can see. The 5 students who gradu-
ated from high school because of 
their participation in the alternative 
school, the more than 170 credits 
toward graduation, the 100% of 
youth who did not commit any de-
linquent offenses while participating 
in Teen Court and JUMP, the hun-
dreds of children who received 
backpacks of food every Friday to 
insure they did not go hungry, the 
hundreds of victims of child abuse 
and neglect who received adult 
advocates to represent their best 
interests, the thousands of children 
who received personal safety edu-
cation to help prevent child abuse, 
the thousands of adults who re-
ceived education about youth relat-
ed issues, the youth who have been 
mentored and given opportunities 
they might not have otherwise had, 
the joy of nearly a thousand chil-
dren who received gifts from 
REINdear, that is the impact our 
programs have.            

FROM THE DIRECTOR ’S DESK 
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Check out our Facebook! 
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Thanks for your support: 

2020 WAS ONE FOR THE RECORD BOOKS 


